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year. The contributions were to be 2\d. a week each from employer
and employed, and a third added by the State to the joint contributions
of these two. The number covered by this part of the scheme was
about 2,250,000 including some 10,000 women. The scheme in its
inception was very largely an effort to even out the wages of the
seasonal trades, the fluctuations of which were regarded as inevitable
in good times as well as in bad. This aspect of it still continues and
needs to be distinguished from the relief of exceptional or chronic
unemployment.
So far as the sickness and invalidity part of the scheme is concerned,
the machinery provided is now part of an accepted order which
is taken for granted. But when first proposed it encountered moun-
tains of opposition and prejudice. Popular newspapers declared it
to be vexatious, unworkable and, above all, un-English. Trade
Unions needed to be satisfied that in playing their part, they would not
jeopardize their independence or mortgage for insurance the funds
they had collected for industrial purposes. Doctors strongly objected
to the proposed panel system as taking out of their hands what
they regarded as their "private practice." The Daily Mail painted
frightening pictures of housewives brought under the tyranny of
" stamp-licking " and exposed to unknown pains and penalties if they
made a mistake. A great protest meeting of domestic servants and
their employers was held in the Albert Hall. The extremer Labour
men, influenced by Keir Hardie, looked with suspicion on the whole
scheme as an attempt to bolster up the " capitalist system," which, in
their opinion, needed to be ended not mended.
The Opposition were moderate in their criticisms in Parliament
and the BiH passed through both Houses without substantial alteration
before Parliament was prorogued. In the country the agitation was
much more formidable, and nothing could prevent the question from
becoming an issue between parties. Unionist speakers asserted that
the workers were being vexed and harried by the new principle of com-
pulsory contributions ; Lloyd George replied that they were getting
" ninepence for fourpence " which brought down onHs head scathing
rebukes for this " unblushing political bribery." The Government
lost one by-election after another, and for some weeks it was in doubt
whether the whole scheme would not break down on the opposition
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